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non-attachment without which one cannot be a satyagrahi.
Brahmacharya, even married brahmacharya, also saves the
satyagrahi engaged in public service from the distractions of
running a household.18
Gandhiji's emphasis on brahmacharya, perhaps more than
any other principle of his, has been misunderstood and vehe-
mently criticized. It has been said that contrary to the resear-
ches of modern psychology and medicine he advocates
repression, that his ascetic principle has carried him too far,
that the sex act is not a purely carnal act but is a means by
which life is perpetuated and that, on the whole, his case is
weak.19
But Gandhiji in no way preaches repression. His writings
abound in passages bearing ample evidence that he is not in-
different to the dangers of repression. It is hardly necessary to
add to the three passages already quoted.20
As we have pointed out while dealing with his views on
truth, he makes a distinction between those who seek truth
independently and those who merely accept and pursue it, bet-
ween the leader and the follower, between one actively aspiring
and working for moral perfection and the common run of huma-
nity.21 Of the former alone does Gandhiji demand virtual
achievement of brahmacharya. So far as ordinary persons are
concerned, he puts the correct ideal before them also, but he
Cf. Shri Ramakrishna Paramahamsa, "If a man remains absolutely conti-
nent for twelve years he achieves supreme power. A new nerve develops
in him, called ethe nerve of intelligence'. He can remember everything and
knows everything." Quoted in R. Rolland, Life of Ramakriskna, p. 277. As
Remain Rolland points out, all the great mystics and the majority of great
idealists have clearly realized what formidable power of concentrated soul,
of accumulated creative energy, is generated by a renunciation of the orga-
nic and psychic expenditure of sexuality. Ibid., p. 226.
18 Autobiography, II, p. 148; Teravda Mandir, pp. 16-17.
Cf. "He that is unmarried careth for the things that belong to the Lord,
how he may please the Lord: But he that is married careth for the things
that are of the world, how he may please his wife." I Corinthians, VII, 32, 33.
19 S. Radhakrishnan (ed.), Mahatma Gandhi, pp. 18, 48, 105 & 191; The
Aryan Path, Sept. 1938, p. 452; C. F.  Andrews, Mahatma Gandhi9s  Ideas,
p. 101; Speeches, introduction by C. F. Andrews; Spratt's article, "Gandhiji
as a Psychologist" in the Indian Review, July, 1938.
20 See p. 79 above.
21  See p. 60 above.